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STRIKING NUMBER

50

companies have used the product
talent pool of Nitin Shimpi
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Entrepreneurs fight for best start-ups

Hacking, agri-tourism,
creative arts, software
solutions and many more
innovative business ideas
are competing for the
Tata Nen Hottest Start-up
awards

Daksha Warty

The ethical hacker

A mong the young entrepreneurs getting the

Tata National Entrepreneurship Network
(NEN) nominations is 22-year-old Neeket
Pokharna, who has founded Web Defenders.
Neeket is a certified ethical hacker, a person
who maintains computer security. Neeket stood
first while pursuing a diploma in cyber law at
the Asian School of Cyber Crime. Even before
he had officially completed his course, he was
offered an assignment with the army at
Jammu and Kashmir for a month-and-a-half.
“That was a lifetime experience as I moved
from Jammu to Srinagar and then Udhampur,
butIreturned asI was homesick and had to com-
plete my studies,” he said, adding that comput-
er security was also known as ethical hacking.
“After taking permission in writing from clients,
we proceed with checking the computer system.
This means that we have access to all the sensi-
tive data and information. We try and find the
problem or the loophole and rectify it,” Neeket
said. Sometimes even friends or enemies hack
your ID and send abusive or offending messages
and these mails need to be investigated and
tracked, he added. “We can easily trace the mail,
and find its origin and the time and location from
where it originated,” he said. Web Defenders is
nominated as a hot start-up company as it is a
one-stop company offering all solutions in de-
tecting and preventing cyber crime, be it foren-
sics, investigations, network and personal secu-
rity, data back-up, recovery and configurations.

Art is in her blood

iving by the motto, ‘Earn while you learn’,
and realising her dreams besides competing
with herself, young Pallavi Mane (27) start-
ed Pallavi Arts in 2003 to provide services re-
lated to designing and printing. The company
caters to industrial and commercial designer
needs and quality printing with all production
facilities under one roof in Pune. She has also
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1.Pallavi Mane(circled) with her team.2.Neeket Pokharna, founder of
Web Defenders. 3. Foreigners at a farm in Baramati under the Agri
Tourism Development Corporation —Ravindra Joshi.DNA

started web and software development. Her aim
is to provide the best designing and printing
services in time so as to be a partner in cus-
tomers’ success.

Pallavi has completed a three-year diploma in
printing technology (BTE board) from Maha-
rashtra Institute of Printing Technology in 1998.
She joined Sawkar Art Service (SAS) — a com-
mercial designing and printing press as a de-
signer while pursuing her education and got a
Bachelors’ in Computer Applications (BCA) cer-
tificate. She was still studying when her live proj-
ect on online system of admission got her clients.
While working in SAS, she came in contact with
India’s largest and top automotive companies.

least one winner.

gramme.

from Seed fund.

She also did a short course in animation and web
development, and started her venture, Pallavi
Arts with her younger brother Vikas Mane.
She completed her Masters in Computer Ap-
plications (MCM) from Smt Hiraben Nanavati In-
stitute of Management and Research for Women,
and was encouraged by her faculty to participate
in the Tata NEN Hottest Startups Contest. Her of-
fice ranked 92nd out of 600 companies in one
week with a turnover of over Rs10 lakh. Pallavi
is now aiming to generate business in crores.
Moving in that direction, her company is now a
major supplier to India’s largest and top auto-
motive companies Maruti Suzuki, including
Pune dealers—Chowgule Industries, My Car Pvt

NEN Startup Awards

m Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has joined as a special partner in
this initiative and the TCS Small and Medium Business (SMB) unit
focuses on providing holistic IT solution to new and emerging
enterprises. The TCS-SMB unit will provide common office appli-
cations and vertical specific applications for free as part of its IT-
as-a service concept, to the winning startup in the areas of manu-
facturing, retail, healthcare and education.

B Business training, mentoring and incubation support of up to
Rs50 lakh by the Indian Institute of Management-Ahmedabad
and the Confederation of Indian Industry.

m Incubation opportunity will be offered to a befitting venture by
[IM-Bangalore and NS Raghavan Centre for Entrepreneurial
Learning, which is a part of 1IM-Bangalore.

m Admission to Microsoft's Startup Accelerator Programme for at

B All short-listed startups will receive direct admission to pitch to
Angels courtesy Indian Angel Network and Mumbai Angels and
admission to The Indus Entrepreneur's (TiE) nurturing pro-

M In addition, all nominated companies stand a chance to be invited
for the Seed Fund Funding Challenge, where the winner could
receive Rs2-3 crore of investment capital subject to evaluation

Ltd, Toyota, including Pune dealer DSK Toyota,
and in other sectors Hindustan Petroleum
Government of Maharashtra (agriculture de-
partment), Ramlex Pvt Ltd, National Indosonic,
Smt Hiraben Nanavati Institute of Management
& Research for Women to name a few.

A boost for agri-to

he brainchild of Pandurang Taware, Agri
Tourism Development Corporation was
started by farmers to create innovative
ways to supplement their income source
through agri-tourism while also to change the
perception of urban people towards the rural

population by bridging the divide between the
people in India and people living in Bharat.

In the past four years, since the pilot project
started, the company has had over 28,000 peo-
ple, mostly from Pune and Mumbai, visit Bara-
mati farms generating a business of Rs1 crore.
“The intention is to give people a hands-on ex-
perience of farm life by making them do some
chores on the farms. The package varies from
day tours to weekends or a few days at cost of
Rs 550 a day, which includes breakfast, lunch,
snacks and dinner. Several foreigners have also
been visiting the farms and taking part in ac-
tivities. The Indian Institute of Public Man-
agement (ITPM) has been also marketing the
concept of agri-tourism and has invited stu-
dents from Singapore to visit the project farms,”
Taware said, adding that they were working at
increasing the turnover by 25% annually.

The latest is the Maval Agri Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation covering farmers in Lon-
avala and Khandala started by Taware with the
help of 70 farmers. “We do the marketing for the
farmers and get them customers charging a
fee of 30 % of their annual revenue. Our aim is
to encourage them to generate income through

velopment services to clients

the need to streamline procedures in the re-
than 5% companies have the software to deal
in client server solutions, e-commerce solu-

agri-tourism and prevent them from selling the
farm lands.” The project has been nominated
for the Tata NEN awards through agri-tourism.

itin Shimpi (45) and Man-

jusha Madabushi, both IIT a

Mumbai graduates, started I
the company in September 1997 -
to provide off-shore software de-
based in the US. It has now fo- .. -
cused on the Indian market and  Nitin Shimpi
has made products for the small mid-size com-
panies and IT companies, especially in the field
of recruitment. “Having worked in IT, I realised
cruitment process, identify needs of the com-
pany and have a large database of people to find
appropriate talent. So far, 50 companies have
used the product talent pool, considering that
there are 10,000 IT companies, of which less
with the recruitments,” Nitin said, adding that
there is a variant to the product talent scout.
Nitin returned to India in 1987 after doing a
masters in the US at a time when it was not fash-
ionable to return. The company has specialised
tions, software development and consultancy.
The company has been nominated for the Tata
NEN awards as less than one per cent of mid &
large-sized Indian businesses have automated
their recruitment processes.
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WORKSHOP

An item to be learnt at
carpentry workshop
H Health workshop

Institute of Integrative Healthcare will hold
a workshop on acupressure and therapies

When: Nov 8, 10 am onwards

Where: Ashvatha complex,
Shaniwarwada, Near HV Desai college,
596, Budhwar Peth

H Aura and Chakras

A scanning, diagnosis & healing camp will
be held

When: Till Nov 15

Where: PRAANAA Energy Healing and
Research Center

Contact : 98231 35305.
H Carpentry Time

Children (8 yrs and above) will be taught
to make tissue paper holder, aeroplane,
birds, giraffes, bookstands and many more
things

When: From Nov 8

Where: C3,1st floor, flat no.4,Kubera Park,
Lulla Nagar, Kondhwa,Pune

Contact: 98601 80427
H Turn artists

Learn to make different types of paintings
in medias like acralic, mix media and oil

When: Till Nov 25
Where: DSK, Mukund nagar
Contact: 9325644751

H Yoga course

Nature Cure faculty is organising a yoga
course for 10 days.

When: Till Nov 10, 9 am to 10 am

Where: Yoga Ashram, behind Cummins
Factory, Gandhibhavan, Kothrud

H Prenatal programme

Expectant couples can attend a prenatal

programme, positively pregnant. There will
be sessions on prenatal exercises, pain-
less labour, nutrition, breastfeeding and
postnatal care.

When: Till Dec 31
Where: Jehangir Hospital
Contact: 26050550

M Art and craft

Drawing, painting and craft workshop is
being organised

When: Till Nov 10, 10 am to 5 pm
Where: Mukund Nagar, near Swargate

H Learn carpentry

Special carpentry workshop for 8-year-old
children and above is being held. They will
learn to make wooden articles like tissue
paper holder, aeroplane, bird, bookstand,
tray etc. It helps to develop concentration.

When: From Nov 3

Where: C3,1st floor, flat no. 4, Kubera
Park, Lulla Nagar, Kondhwa

Contact: 98601 80427

EXHIBITION

H Coal Art

An exhibition of charcoal sketches and
paintings by Aarti Bagade will be held.

When: Till Nov 12, 11 to 6 pm
Where: Aperture India, Mukund nagar

H Picturesque display

Art connoisseur Priyamvada Pawar and
Neena Shahani has organised an exqui-
site art exhibition by 35 eminent artists

When: Till Nov 12
Where: Art2day, M.G road
Contact: 24452706 or 9325499599

H Abstract paintings

Abstract paintings by artist Vijay Ghayal
will be on display.

When: Till Nov 15

Where: Malaka Spice, Vrindavan Apt,
Lane No 6, North Main Road, Koregaon
Park

Contact: Malaka Spice art gallery on
26151088 or 26156293

H Symphony of colour

Symphony of colour, an exhibition of paint-
ing by Navnath Kshirsagar, Vishal Fasle
and Sanjay Tikkal is on display.

When: Till Nov 9, 11 am to 7 pm
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08-11-2008 [Saturday] Shri Vikram Samvat 2065, Sake
Era 1930, Sun Dakshinayan, Dakshin Gole, Sharad Ritu,
Kartik Shukla Paksha Dashmi till 11.15 pm, Nakshatra
Shatbhisha till 06.18 pm,Yoga Dhruva till 02.02 pm,Karan
Taitil till 11.21 am,and after that Gar till 11.15 pm, and
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Yam Ganda time — 01.30 pm to 03.00 pm Best Period
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—Pandit Vijay Tripathi

— ANNOUNCEMENT

If you want to be featured in the engagements column send the
information with photographs to puneeventsdna@ gmail.com

Where: Art2day gallery, Tilak Road
Contact: 24452706, 32519463

LECTURE

H Health talk

Noble Hospital will organise lecture on
obesity and metabolic surgery

When: Till November 9, 8 am to 6 pm
Where: Noble hospital, Hadapsar

PUBLIC PROGRAMME

H Discussion

AD Bhosale Samvyawadi Shikshan
Sanstha will hold a lecture on reinstatement
of capitalism in Soviet Union as well as
future of present capitalism and socialism

When: Nov 8, 5.30 pm
Where: Shramik, Shivajinagar
H Literary meet

Maharashtra Sahitya Parishad will hold a
seminar on World Marathi literary meet.
DB Kulkarni will speak on the ocassion.
When: Nov 8, 6 pm

Where: Madhavrao Patwardhan
Sabhagruha, Maharashtra SAhitya
Parishad

H Camp

Dr Vishwas Dake will hold an eye check-
up camp on squint, cataract, diabetes

When: Nov 8, 9.30 am

Where: Dake’s Institute for sight, myopia
and laser centre, 2077, Vijayanagar
colony, Sadashiv Peth

H Pulostav

Aashay Sanskrutik club will organise 6th
Pulostav. Noted writer Vijaya Mehta will be
given the Pu La award.

When: Nov 8, 10 am to 2.30 pm

Where: Yashwantrao Chavan Natyagruha,
Kothrud

H Centenary function

Maharashtra State Press will hold vale-
dictory function of birth centenary of
Narubhahu Limaye.

When: Nov 8, 10.30 am

Where: Maharashtra State Press,
Aryabhushan Bhavan, FC road

H Jashn

Quick Heal will organise Jashn 2009 for
launching of Quick heal, 2009

When: Nov 8, 6.30 pm
Where: Siddhi Gardens Near Mhatre
Bridge, Pune

H Diwali treat

Anil Shirole Friends’ circle will hold a pro-
gramme of Diwali pharal

When: Nov 8, 6 pm to 9 pm
Where: New English School,
Ramanbaugh, Shaniwar Peth

H Inauguration

Dalai Lama will inaugurate *Gita Mandir’
When: Nov 8, 2 pm
Where: Sadhu Vaswani Mission

H Health camp

Bharati hospital will hold free medical
check-up camp for cough, cold, blood
pressure, chronic coughing, asthma, TB,
heart diseases and diabetes

When: Till Nov 15, 10 am onwards
Where: Bharati hospital, Katraj-Dhankawdi

H Vision GenX

Kothrud Cultural Committee and
Shardiya lecture series will hold talks by
Deepak Shikrapurkar on "21st century and
computers’.

When: Till Nov 10, 5 pm to 7.30 pm

Where: Punayi Sabhagruha, Paud Road
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